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What is claimed is: 

1 . An information processing system, comprising: 
a computing device for: 

receiving an initialization packet originating from a client; and 

in response to at least the initialization packet, estabhshing a data structure of a connection 
with the client, irrespective of v^hether an application of the computing device is associated with 
the data structure of the connection. 

2. The system of Claim 1 wherein the data structure includes a group of sequence 
numbers associated with the connection. 

3. The system of Claim 1 wherein the application is a first application, and wherein 
the data structure includes an IP address of the client, a port of a second application executed by 
the client, an ff address of the computing device, and a port of the first application executed by 
the computing device. 
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1 4. An information processing system, comprising: 

2 a computing device for: 

3 receiving a request packet originating from a client; and 

4 in response to at least the request packet, associating an application of the computing 

5 device with a data structure of a connection with the chent. 

1 5 . The system of Claim 4 wherein the data structure includes a group of sequence 

2 numbers associated with the connection. 

1 6. The system of Claim 4 wherein the application is a first apphcation, and wherein 

2 the data structure includes an IP address of the client, a port of a second application executed by 
f f the client, an IP address of the computing device, and a port of the first application executed by 
;J the computing device. 
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1 7. An information processing system, comprising: 

2 a computing device for: 

3 receiving an initialization packet and a request packet originating from a client; 

4 in response to at least the initialization packet, establishing a data structure of a connection 

5 with the client; and 

6 in response to at least the request packet, associating an application of the computing 

7 device with the data structure of the connection. 

1 8. The system of Claim 7 wherein the data structure includes a group of sequence 

2 numbers associated with the connection. 

ft 9. The system of Claim 7 wherein the application is a first application, and wherein 

^ the data structure includes an IP address of the client, a port of a second appHcation execixted by 

' 4 the client, an IP address of the computing device, and a port of the first application executed by 

I j4 the computing device. 
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1 1 0. An information processing system, comprising: 

2 a first computing device for: 

3 associating an application of the first computing device with a data structure of a 

4 connection with a client; 

5 disassociating the appUcation of the first computing device from the data structure of the 

6 connection; and 

7 outputting the data structure of the connection to a second computing device for 

8 associating an application of the second computing device with the data structure of the 

9 connection. 

1 11. The system of Claim 1 0 wherein the data structure includes a group of sequence 

ff numbers associated with the connection. 

"'4 12. The system of Claim 10 wherein the application of the second computing device is 

I J a first application, and wherein the data structure inchxdes an IP address of the chent, a port of a 

^ second application executed by the client, an IP address of the second computing device, and a 

4 port of the first apphcation executed by the second computing device. 
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1 1 3 . An information processing system, comprising: 

2 a first computing device for: 

3 receiving an initialization packet and a request packet originating from a client; 

4 in response to at least the initialization packet, establishing a data structure of a connection 

5 with the client; and 

6 in response to at least the request packet and a state of at least one of the first computing 

7 device and a second computing device, selectively performing one of the following: 

8 associating the data structure of the connection with an application of the first computing 

9 device; and 

10 outputting the data structure of the connection and the request packet to the second 

1 1 computing device for associating an application of the second computing device with the data 
II structure of the connection. 

HJ 14. The system of Claim 13 wherein the data structure includes a group of sequence 

rri S 

I r| numbers associated with the connection. 

s:: 1 15. The system of Claim 13 wherein the application of the second computing device is 

5^ a first appHcation, and wherein the data structure includes an IP address of the client, a port of a 

^ second application executed by the chent, an IP address of the second computing device, and a 

04 port of the first apphcation executed by the second conciputing device. 
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1 16. A method performed by a computing device of an information processing system, 

2 the method comprising : 

3 receiving an initialization packet originating from a cUent; and 

4 in response to at least the initiahzation packet, estabUshing a data structure of a connection 

5 with the cUent, irrespective of whether an application of the computing device is associated with 

6 the data structure of the connection. 



1 1 7. The method of Claim 1 6 wherein the data structure includes a group of sequence 

2 nimibers associated with the connection, 

1 18. The method of Claim 16 wherein the application is a first application, and wherein 

r| the data structure includes an IP address of the client, a port of a second application executed by 

,?| the client, an IP address of the computing device, and a port of the first application executed by 

'4 the computing device. 
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1 19. A method performed by a computing device of an information processing system, 

2 the method comprising: 

3 receiving a request packet originating from a client; and 

4 in response to at least the request packet, associating an application of the computing 

5 device with a data structure of a connection with the chent. 

1 20, The method of Claim 19 wherein the data structure includes a group of sequence 

2 numbers associated with the connection. 

1 21. The method of Claim 1 9 wherein the application is a first appHcation, and wherein 

2 the data structure includes an IP address of the chent, a port of a second application executed by 
g the client, an IP address of the computing device, and a port of the first application executed by 

the computing device. 
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1 22. A method performed by a computing device of an infonnation processing system, 

2 the method comprising: 

3 receiving an initiahzation packet and a request packet originating from a chent; 

4 in response to at least the initiahzation packet, estabhshing a data structure of a connection 

5 with the chent; and 

6 in response to at least the request packet, associating an application of the computing 

7 device with the data structure of the connection. 

1 23 . The method of Claim 22 wherein the data structure includes a group of sequence 

2 numbers associated with the connection. 

f% 24. The method of Claim 22 wherein the application is a first application, and wherein 

ji¥ the data structure includes an IP address of the client, a port of a second application executed by 
the client, an IP address of the computing device, and a port of the first apphcation executed by 

I A the computing device. 
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1 25. A method performed by a first computing device of an information processing 

2 system, the method comprising: 

3 associating an application of the first computing device with a data structure of a 

4 connection with a chent; 

5 disassociating the apphcation of the first computing device fi*om the data structure of the 

6 connection; and 

7 outputting the data structure of the connection to a second computing device for 

8 associating an apphcation of the second computing device with the data structure of the 

9 connection, 

1 26, The method of Claim 25 wherein the data structure includes a group of sequence 

numbers associated with the connection. 

-=^4 27. The method of Claim 25 wherein the application of the second computing device is 

\ % a first apphcation, and wherein the data structure includes an IP address of the client^ a port of a 
second application executed by the client, an IP address of the second computing device, and a 
4 port of the first application executed by the second computing device. 
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28. A method performed by a first computing device of an information processing 
system, the method comprising: 

receiving an initiaUzation packet and a request packet originating from a client; 
in response to at least the initialization packet, establishing a data structure of a connection 
with the client; and 

in response to at least the request packet and a state of at least one of the first computing 
device and a second computing device^ selectively performing one of the following: 

associating the data structure of the connection with an apphcation of the first computing 
device; and 

outputting the data structure of the connection and the request packet to the second 
computing device for associating an apphcation of the second computing device with the data 
structure of the connection. 

29. The method of Claim 28 wherein the data structure includes a group of sequence 
numbers associated with the connection. 

30. The method of Claim 28 wherein the apphcation of the second computing device is 
a first application, and wherein the data structure includes an IP address of the client, a port of a 
second apphcation executed by the chent, an IP address of the second computing device, and a 
port of the first apphcation executed by the second computing device. 
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